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Science for policy

Our purpose

The Joint Research Centre provides 

independent, evidence-based knowledge

and science, supporting EU policies 

to positively impact society.



We do science 
for policy

JRC scientific portfolios

The JRC’s three core 

strengths underpin the 

full EU policy cycle

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/scientific-portfolios_en
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JRC scientific portfolios

The portfolios are the foundation of 

our Work Programme 2025-2027. 

They bring together the JRC’s 

work in different scientific areas, 

to help policymakers address

emerging challenges. 

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/scientific-portfolios_en?pk_source=website&pk_medium=link&pk_campaign=hp-our-work-pfs
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25 research portfolios to 
support Commission priorities

A new plan for Europe’s sustainable prosperity and competitiveness

A new era for European Defence and Security

Supporting people, strengthening our societies and our social model

Sustaining our quality of life: food security, water and nature

Protecting our democracy, upholding our values

A global Europe: Leveraging our power and partnerships

Delivering together and preparing our Union for the future

Just, competitive and 

sustainable green 

transition

1 Energy solutions2 Pathways to climate 

neutrality
3 Nuclear safety – 

technology and skills
4

Small modular reactors 

and innovative reactor 

systems

5

Future transport, 

mobility and related 

infrastructure

6

Sustainable materials 

and products for a 

circular, resilient and 

competitive Europe

7
Digital transformation: 

technologies, cybersecurity, 

and socio-economic impact

8 Artificial intelligence 

and data
9

Financial and 

economic drivers 

of competitiveness

10

Strategic technologies 

for economic security 

and innovative 

industrial ecosystems

11 Blueprints for a strong 

European Health Union
12

Synergies for a 

stronger EU in space, 

security and defence

13

Societal resilience, systemic 

disruptive events and risks: 

enhancing anticipation, 

preparedness, and response

14 Science for security 

and law enforcement
15

Nuclear safeguards16
Demographic resilience 

and effective migration 

strategies

17
Economic, social and 

territorial intelligence 

and impact

18
Zero pollution, biodiversity 

restoration and natural 

capita accounting

19

Transition to more 

resilient and sustainable 

food systems in an EU 

and global context

20

Coherent policies 

through Earth 

observation intelligence

21 Climate adaptation 

and water resilience 
22 Innovation for democracy 

and public governance
23

Science for Global Gateway 

and neighbourhood policy, 

including enlargement

24
Foresight, support to 

science and innovative 

policymaking

25



JRC in the next Multiannual 
Financial Framework



Knowledge Centres



Competence Centres



We perform well across all of our research fields

Percentage of JRC publications among the globally most cited 1% (2018 -2022)



We are close to a 100% open access

We believe in transparency 
and strive for open science.

95% of our studies were 
published open access in 2022 .

5%   no suitable open access journal found

We believe in transparency 
and strive for open science.

95% of our studies were 
published open access in 2022 .

5%   no suitable open access journal found



We cooperate across the whole world

Data for JRC publications (2018-2022)

82% of JRC publications 

were co-authored 

with scientists from

>3200 organisations

in 134 countries



Collaboration Instruments

• Letters of Intent

• Memoranda of Understanding 

• Collaboration Agreements 

• Non-disclosure agreements

• Etc. 



European 

Laboratory for 

Structural 

Assessment 

(ELSA)

Hopkinson

Bar facility

(HOPLAB)

JRC facilities – some examples
Virtual tour at https://visitors-centre.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/media?type=8

Vehicle Emission 

Laboratory (VELA)+ 

vehicle Market 

Surveillance 

Laboratory

Battery Testing

Facility Laboratory

Nuclear Forensic 

Laboratory

European 

Interoperability 

Centre for Electric 

Vehicles and 

Smart Grids



JRC ultra low-

background 

gamma-ray 

spectrometry 

facility (HADES)

JRC facilities – some examples
Virtual tour at https://visitors-centre.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/media?type=8

European Solar 

Test Installation 

(ESTI)

European 

Microwave 

Signature

 Laboratory 

(EMSL)

JRC radionuclide 

metrology laboratory 

(RADMET)

European Crisis 

Management 

Laboratory 

(ECML)

Gas Testing 

Laboratory



Open access to JRC Research Infrastructures

The JRC hosts 39 physical

Research Infrastructures

(RI) with a potential of 

opening to external users 

(out of a total of 56)

https://europa.eu/!CM63UK

Euratom (16)

Bioscience and 

Life science (3)

Information and 

Communications 

Technology (4)

Physical

Science (15)

Chemistry (1)



Collaborative Doctoral Partnerships

JRC Essentials

Learn more here 

https://op.europa.eu/webpub/jrc/tools-and-practices-for-countries-and-regions/en/index.html
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/collaborate-us/collaborative-doctoral-partnership-programme_en


Subscribe to the general JRC Newsletter here

Want to learn more?

JRC Essentials
Subscribe to JRC Science Flash for You here

http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/eusciencehubnews/subscription-quick-generic-form-fullpage.cfm?service_id=169
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/jrc/tools-and-practices-for-countries-and-regions/en/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/eusciencehubnews/user-subscriptions/1627/create


CC BY 4.0

© European Union 2025

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of 

elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Thank you

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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